We have been orienting ourselves to things pertaining to Phase 2/Level 2 of your Sonship
Education. We left off last time as we were looking at some things in the book of Colossians.
I’m not going to repest any of that in this session, but | do want to move you on to the next
passage in Colossians where the is additional warnings given to the son.

Colossians 2:18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in avoluntary humility and
worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed
up by hisfleshly mind, 19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints
and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase
of God. 20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 21 (Touch not; taste not; handle
not; 22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of
men? 23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and
neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

In thisone, | want to point out the “worshipping of angels.” Today, angelsis one of those “hot
button” topics. Everybody wants to know about angels. Everybody islooking for an angel to
appear and tell them something or at least they would love for that to happen. If an angel did
appear, it wouldn’t matter what the angel said, they would believe it and obey it.

These are people who want to go back to being children in Israel’ s program; being told things by
creatures that are superior to them in knowledge, being subject to creatures who direct their
actions like they are children.

Little do these people know that in this dispensation, we are supposed to be educating angels, not
the other way around. Through this sonship education, you are going to judge angels. That is,
they will take their direction from you, not you from them. And you should know more than any
angel while you are still on this earth. Y ou are the one with the capacity for godliness, not
angels. You are the one who was adopted, not angels. Y ou are the son who has this intimate
Father/son relationship with God, not angels. Y ou are the one being groomed for management in
God' s government, not angels.

It iswith the knowledge you get here — not when you get to heaven — but here, that you will run
the creature and give direction to angels. If angels begin to look at you the way they did Israel
under the law, then you have no reputation with them. They don’t want you to be the one over
them, because you don’t even know what is going on now, let alone later in eternity when you
are supposed to bring life to the creature.

Which iswhy God is not dispatching angelsto tell you things or give you direction or intercede
inyour life. 1I’'m aware of the stories of angels appearing and doing this or that, and without
going into along, drawn out explanation that would get us off track, either those things were a
fabrication or they were not of God. And since Paul tells you that Satan can and will present
himself as “an angel of light,” I’'m going to tell you that most people wouldn’t know the



difference if they saw him. Because thereis only one way to discern that angel of light asto
whether hetruly isor is he the deceiver — and again, most people don’t know that single criterion
for discerning the difference. If it’s anything connected to a miracle, then it must be of God. If
it's supernatural, then it must be of God. Forget what the word of God say, just go with the
experience, for that is exactly what your adversary wants. He loves those gullible, ignorant (and
| mean that in the true sense of the word, not as a slander), easily deceived people who have no
ideawhat God is doing in this dispensation of grace.

WEell, that’s along diatribe to say that Paul is talking about hisvery thing in Colossians but heis
saying that if you get swept up in this, you will lose your reward! No, you will never lose your
reward/inheritance that you have in God; you are aways, and automatically upon faith in Jesus,
an “heir of God.” But you can lose your reward that you have in Christ which is your “joint-
heir” inheritance.

Just as an aside, the things at the end of the Colossians passage are perfectly logical and natural
inreligion. I’'m talking about “being subject to ordinances, touch not, taste not, handle not...”
To the normal saint, all these things make perfect sense, but to a properly educated and edified
son, these are un-natural and illogical.

But just to get back on track in our examination of discretion, let me read you the work that
George Crabbe did in his book on English synonyms.

He lists judgment, discretion and prudence and then he writes this:

“These terms are all employed to express the various modes of practical wisdom which serve to
regulate the conduct of men in ordinary life. Judgment is the faculty which enables a person to

distinguish right and wrong in general. Discretion looks to the present; prudence to the future.

Discretion looks to the moral fitness of the thing as well as the consequences which may follow

fromit.”

And in the sense we are looking at it, discretion is what alows us to think about a certain action,
statement or decision and be apprised of whether that is the wise thing to do. Inlinewith thisis
the subject matter of Ephesians.

Ephesians 5:15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
18 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. " Wherefore be ye not unwise, but
understanding what the will of the Lord is.

Walking circumspectly is an aspect of discretion. That use of circumspectly is such agreat
word. It speaks to the caution that you should have in your walk (conduct/conversation!). And
if you recal, | told you in earlier lesson that this sonship curriculum would allow to purchase
somethings. Well, vs. 16 says “redeeming thetime...”



Now, it did not say you can “buy time.” It saysthat you can buy (redeem) “thetime.” And that
“the” makes adifference. I'll let you play around with that for awhile before | tell you about it.

But, to get back on track, what you are seeing is that Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians
contain information that enables the son to regulate his behavior, properly exercise self-control,
and act with caution as to how his actions impact his reputation.

I know | have talked to you about this some in the past, but if you have beens spending some
time in Ephesians — Col ossians, you should have noticed that both phases of Level 2 are
contained in these books. In fact, just to take Ephesians as an example, you should be able to see
the change in Phasesin this book.

In the first part of Ephesians, Paul moves from giving us the doctrine that produces subtilty in
our inner man, to the doctrine that produces knowledge and discretion in us. That discretion is
what guides our conduct and behavior so that we do not get caught in an indiscretion. So where
do you see Paul beginning to address your conduct and behavior? To seethis, you need to be
ableto identify the single word that describes your conduct and behavior; your “walk.”

You seeit in Ephesians 4:1.

Ephesians 4:1 | therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called,

Notice in Ephesians 4, the issue is our vocation. That's why our training and our father's business
isall about. It's true that you've known about this vocation from the beginning and now you need
to understand something about your father's cause. In this dispensation of grace, Heis producing
the new creature, the body of Christ. The vocation that's attached to the body of Christ forms the
substance of everything that this dispensation of grace is concerned with.

Thisiswhy, when Paul prays what he does back in Ephesians 1, he lists
3 categories of “knowledge.” Let’sbriefly look at Paul’s prayer.

Ephesians 1:15 Wherefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love
unto al the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers,; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

Okay, so what is that knowledge? Hereit comesin all 3 parts:

Ephesians 1:18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of hisinheritancein the
saints, ™ And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe,
according to the working of his mighty power,

Did you spot the 3 things that Paul prays for you to “know?’



1. what isthe hope of hiscalling
2. what the riches of the glory of hisinheritance in the saints,
3. what isthe exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe

Looking back to vs. 17, let’ s notice that phrase “the Father of glory.” Asthe “Father of glory,
He has designed a plan that results in the exaltation and extolling of His rightful “glory” and
we'redirectly involved in that (by His own design).

In Ephesians 4 and following, your “walk” is spoken about there in connection with your
vocation and your walk is not recognized as

being divorced from your vocation. Y our walk is now recognized as

ameans of you walking worthy of your vocation. —and then as you're

exhorted in the details of the doctrine about your walk, everything is

connected with you emulating your Father and walking just like the

Son walked (in connection with the sonship curriculum).

When it comes to identifying the exhortations in Proverbs that pertain to Phase 1 and Phase 2 of
Level 2, we can find these in Proverbs 6:20 — Proverbs 8:36. We could go over there and spend
quite a bit of timelooking at that, but | think I’ m going to hold off on that, at |east for now.
Perhaps later, when we go through the doctrine, there may be a need to go to those exhortations,
and if thereis, wewill do that. But for the most part, I’m going to reserve that for that later time.
But you are welcome to go over there and read through that and it won'’t hurt you to do that.

| guess | should stop here and say that by all of what | just told you, | do not mean to say that the
exhortations are not important. We aren’t going to skip them. Listen to this carefully, if al you
get is doctrine, then you are not getting what your Father intends for you to get. The
exhortations are there for areason. Since it was God who created your inner man, and He isthe
one who put together the “forms of doctrine” that will go init, the exhortations play arole of
“priming” or “formatting” or “enlivening” your inner man to receive the doctrine.

I know I’ ve talked about the exhortation being the primer coat and the doctrine is the paint coat,
but actualy, that doesn’t adequately describe what the exhortation does. The exhortation is what
prepares your inner man, in every way that it needs, to not only receive that doctrine, but to have
it do itsjob of effectual working.

But | should aso be quick to add that when we get over in Paul’ s epistles, we are going to get
exhortations over there. Again, we could go over and look at these now, but | think I will wait
on these as well.

After all, all we are after is an orientation to these things. When we get over there, we will have
plenty of opportunity to see these exhortations and have them work on us.



For those of you who are looking to identify the two Phases of Level 2, in the exhortationsin
Proverbs, hereis how | presently seethis:

Phase 1 of Level 2 is Proverbs 6:20-35.

Phase 2 of Level 2 isProverbs 7:1 — 8:36.

And just in case you are interested, the corresponding doctrine in Proverbsfor asonin Israel’s
programisfound in Proverbs 20-24.

For several sessions now, we have been oriented to the things concerning Phase 2 of Level 2
Sonship Education. Those “things” concern your conversation which points to your reputation in
the heavenly places and how that reputation can be damaged even by an indiscretion. But thisis
not where your reputation began.

Now let me take you back and show you where you first began to have your reputation in Phase
2 of Level 1 of your sonship education. It took place as you began to be educated in those godly
decision-making skills and more precisely in the skill of godly equity.

Romans 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather,
that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.

Now, let’s move down to vs. 18 and let’ s notice what is said, for thisis thefirst time you realize
that you are getting a reputation; that someone is talking about you.

Romans 14:18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and
approved of men.

Thisisnot agenera statement meant to say that if you “serve Jesus’ then you are acceptable to
God. The “thesethings’ have to do with the education in godly equity. And when you begin to
live out of this equity, then two things happen:

1. you are acceptable to God

2. you are approved of men

Even though you are already “on the radar” so to speak, with the Adversary, when you first
begin to get areputation, it iswith men. In order for you to be “approved of men,” they haveto
see you or observe something about you, do they not?

In this godly skill of equity, where you learn to put others ahead of yourself and deem them more
important than yourself, that begins to get noticed by men, and that is where your reputation
begins.

So what you come to understand is that you are not just getting some great decision-making
skillsthat alow you to perceive the will of your heavenly Father, but you are being talked about
—in the beginning, by men.



By the time you get over to Phase 2 of Level 2, you find that your reputation has now spread to
the heavenly places and that it will have its main impact there. Yes, it started out among men,
but it doesn’t end up there, it ends up in the heavenly places where your “conversation isin
heaven.”

All I’'mtrying to do with thisis show you where that reputation began and how it changed as you
progressed through the Sonship Education. When Romans 14 says that you are “acceptable to
God,” that is amarker which indicates that your Father was looking for something and He found
it. He saw that you have begun to see that your actions count for something, not just with your
Father but also with men. And that is how Level 1 comesto an end, with the realization dawning
on the son that he now has somewhat of areputation. You don’t even yet know to call it a
“conversation,” but you are in the beginning stages of this wholeissue.

This realization of the reputation and its impact is not full-blown in the son in Level 1, but the
son is beginning to realize that his actions have consequences. In Level 1, hejust knows that it
affects his Father’ s perception of him and it also affects how men think about him. Ashe
progresses, he will see his reputation grow and its impact spread to the heavenly places, but he
won't be told about that until Level 2.

Thisissue of your reputation starts back in Level 1. You come to understand that thisis more
than just gaining 4 really neat skills that allow you to “prove what is the will of God.” Now you
are faced with the fact that your use of these skillsimpacts more than just you.

It's like being pregnant; the things you do have an impact on more than just you. Now, you will
have to have someone elsein mind (which iswhat equity isall about!) before you start making
decisions. You see, once you are aware of this, you can’'t go back to the old way of doing things.
And know that, ought to make you more desirous of subtilty, knowledge and discretion than ever
because you realize that some people and things (like your reputation) are at stake in what you
say and what you do.

The danger hereis that the flesh has atendency to get puffed up over these decision-making
skills that those around you (in your job, your family, etc.) may not have. Thiswhy we need to
be reminded that we still only asimple son. We haven’t yet been shown the depth of the
Father’ s business or even the POE and that servesto get our feet back on the ground. In fact,
what you will find the curriculum, is the Father moving very quickly to give the son doctrine to
counter what the flesh is going to do. And that isthe job of subtilty.

Subtilty iswhat exposes that immature, bravado-type thinking. Subtilty lets you know that the
“little” you do now know asasimple son, isn't a“lot” in the grand scheme of things. In other
words, the young man knows his limits, and that is an advancement in maturity. And even that
gets advanced in Phase 2 of Level 2 when you are told of your conversation in heaven.



Before we leave off with Phase 2 of Level 2, | want to talk to you a moment about the wisdom of
your Father asit stands in contrast to the wisdom of thisworld. Thereis an allurement to the
competing wisdom that is going to be offered up to the son, in an attempt to get him away from
his Father’ swisdom. We can see this clearly in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 7:4 Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy
kinswoman: 5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger
which flattereth with her words.

The strange woman has allurements.

Proverbs 7:16 | have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with
fine linen of Egypt. 18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace
ourselves with loves. 21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the
flattering of her lips she forced him. 22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to
the slaughter, or as afool to the correction of the stocks;

The godly wisdom of your Father is also supposed to be dluring, but it isaluringin adifferent
way. That'swhy vs. 4 saysto call wisdom, your sister. Theway abrother caresfor asister is
that he values her and wants to protect her. Thisisevident in the Song of Solomon where the
Shulamite woman is watched over by her brothers. It isinteresting what they say in the Song of
Solomon as they evaluate her suitors, and watch over her to protect her from one who would
harm her.

The son does not see his Father’ s wisdom in the same lustful way that he might see the strange
woman, but heisto see her as his kinswoman. Onethat is preciousis adifferent way, but still
precious. And for the son, godly wisdom and godly understanding will save him (protect his
reputation) from the strange woman.

What I’'m trying to communicate is that in Phase 2 of Level 2, the son is acutely aware of the
kinds of inroads the POE will make in order to eat away histime. That iswhy we have Paul
saying what he does in Ephesians 5:16.

Ephesians 5:16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

This does not mean that you are going to be able to buy moretime. That iswhy the article “the”
isinserted and it doesn’t say “redeeming more time,” or “redeeming time,” or any other such
thing. It istalking about redeeming the time you havel

This “redeeming the time” worksin two ways. First of al, my understanding of thisis that
“redeeming the time” has to do with how we are spending our time. This comes in the midst of a
list of things the son will do in hiseveryday life.



Ephesians 5:15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. *” Wherefore be ye not unwise, but
understanding what the will of the Lord is. *® And be not drunk with wine, wherein is
excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

Part of walking circumspectly, as awise son (and not foolish) is to watch how you spend your
time. When it says, “because the days are evil,” it isn’t just referring to the fact that thereis evil
in the world, for there has been evil in the world from the beginning. In fact, what it actually
saysisthat “the days are evil.”

In the context, the days are evil because of how “time” ishandled. The “days being evil” points
to the POE’ s attempt to get you away from your sonship education by manipulating how you
spend your time. Asyour timeis spent in either putting your sonship skills into practice in your
everyday life, or being involved in some operation of your Father on this earth, or engaging in
the Sonship Education, you are redeeming “the time.”

At work, you may not be learning Sonship, but you can put what you have learned into practice.
That would “redeem the time.” And by such actions you would be buying “the time” back to
yourself.

Another misconception about “time” comes out of the hymnbook; the ideathat in eternity there
isn’t going to be any more time. The Bible never saysthat. We even like to quote that hymn as
though it came right off the pages of Scripture; “time should be no more.”

That phrase never occurs in your Bible. Where that came from was a misunderstand of
something said in Revelation 10. In Revelation 10, you have a chapter containing subject matter
that began back in Revelation 8. Thereisan account of things happening under the trumpets,
just like there is under seals and vials. The account of the trumpets runs from Revelation 8-10
and it takes you completely through the LORD’ S day of wrath, from beginning to end.

Just to set the context, let’s read about the first 3 angels and their trumpets.

Revelation 8:6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves
to sound. 7 Thefirst angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood,
and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green
grass was burnt up. 8 And the second angel sounded, and asit were a great mountain
burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 9 And
the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part
of the ships were destroyed. 10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell agreat star
from heaven, burning as it were alamp, and it fell upon the third part of therivers, and
upon the fountains of waters; 11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the
third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because
they were made hitter.



Now we skip to the 6" angel.

Revelation 9:13 And the sixth angel sounded, and | heard a voice from the four horns of
the golden atar which is before God, 14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet,
Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 15 And the four
angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and aday, and a month, and a year,
for to day the third part of men.

Now, let's move to the 7" and final angel which will sound the trumpet at the end of the day of
wrath.

Revelation 10:1 And | saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with
acloud: and arainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his
feet as pillars of fire: 2 And he had in his hand alittle book open: and he set his right foot
upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth, 3 And cried with aloud voice, aswhen alion
roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. 4 And when the
seven thunders had uttered their voices, | was about to write: and | heard avoice from
heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write
them not. 5 And the angel which | saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his
hand to heaven, 6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven,
and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea,
and the things which are therein, that ther e should betime no longer: 7 But in the days
of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God
should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

The phrase “there should be time no longer” has to do with the time for the day of wrath, not
timeitself. How do you know this? Because we still have “time” in the millennial kingdom
after this 7" angel has sounded! You still have seasons and days and months and years. Timeis
never going to be done away with; we will have it forever in the “ages to come.”

In addition to this, look at how the chapter lays out the events.
Vs. 6 —the angels says time shall be no longer

Vs. 7 —the voice John heard back up in vs. 4 tells him to go take the book out of the hand of the
angel whom John just heard say “time shall be no longer.”

Vs. 8 — The angdl gives John the book and tells him to eat it up.

Vs. 11 —thelast thing the angel saysisthat John must prophesy again before many people,
nations, tongues and kings.



So theissue is not that time itself is done away with, but rather that the time for the day of wrath
is“no longer;” it iscoming to an end. Which isexactly what verse 7 tells you — the mystery of
God should be finished.

Don't confuse the “mystery of God” in Isragl’s program with the “mystery of Christ” in the
dispensation of grace. Those are not talking about the same thing. And I’'m not going to take the
time to straighten all that out, for we have already taken too much time on thisissue of time that
really isn’t in our orientation. | was only pointing out that our view of time has been distorted.

When you arein Level 2 of your Sonship Education, there is another aspect of the “evil man”
concept; the “angry man.”

Proverbs 22:24 Make no friendship with an angry man; and with afurious man thou
shalt not go: % Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.

This aso is one of those attempts to get the son to ruin his reputation, this time by those whom
the son associates with. Thereisalot we could say about al this, but I don’t want to dwell on
this. Just know that whoever it is that you spend your time with, you run the risk of being
influenced by them in your own conduct and behavior and being see in the same light they are
seenin.

Now, just to review Level 2:

In Phase 1, aswe moveinto Level 2 of our sonship education, in the book of Ephesians, it isas
though our Father takes us back to the time when He set the business up, before we ever came
along. It is as though the Father takes us back to that time and shows us His business plan. He
opens the books and says, “Here’ swhat | did when | established the business; here’ s how the
business has been going up until now (when you'’ ve come onto the scene); here’swhat | planned
and purposed back with | first began the business for your roll in it; and here’ s what the business
is supposed to be doing when it all gets done in the future.”

That is the body of information that gives you subtilty. That iswhat Phase 1 of Level 2 is doing.

It isdone in the framework of knowing those 3 categories | mentioned to you earlier:
1) what is the hope of his calling,

2) and what the riches of the glory of hisinheritance in the saints,

3) and what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who

believe, according to the working of his mighty power, ....

And when those 3 categories of comprehension gets produced, the son goes from being the
simple son to the young man. Then you move into Phase 2 of Level 2 where now, as a young
man, you understand the fullness of your reputation, that you bear the Father’ s name and the
Father’ s cause to such a degree that from this point on, your conduct and behavior reflects on
Him and His business.



AsPaul put it in Ephesians 4:1:
Ephesians 4:1 | therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called,

That becomes the big thing for the son now. Think about this: when you “walk worthy” of
something, you show that you have got the right, by demonstrating in your conduct & behavior,
to possess what you'’ ve been promised or given to possess.

And that becomes the son’ s conversation in the heavenly places. Because the Father has blessed
you with all spiritual blessings in heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, (Ephesians 1:3), He's making
your reputation resound (broadcasting it) all over the heavenly places all thetime. They (the
angels) know that you’ re coming up there and you’ re on your way (qualification-wise) to
function there in the management of the business.

In view of that, the big issue now isto walk worthy of that in the eyes of the Adversary, his
cohorts, the angels and men. And when you do, you receive the “end” whichisareward as a
joint-heir of Jesus Christ and you become the inheritance of your Father. It is because of that,
that the son hasto be given the discretion that gives him the ability to make decisions that do not
bring your reputation into disrepute. That iswhy you need to “walk circumspectly.

“Circumspectly” = watchful on all sides; attentive to everything; cautious; heedful of all
circumstances that may affect action or decision.

Walking circumspectly is exactly what discretionary judgment

Demands. When you walk circumspectly you are walking cautiously, aware of the fact that you
are being watched and an opportunity is being sought to take advantage of you and to bring you
into disrepute in some manner or form. So circumspectly, you look all around you at al times,
keeping vigilant with respect to your conduct & behavior so as not to be ensnared or find
yourself in acompromising, reproachful situation.

Part of that plan of the POE is going to seek to entice you to put yourself back under the earthly
program (very theological) - and it will al be packaged in such away so that it doesn’t appear at
all to bein any way contrary to who the son iswho can till be called a member of the church,
the body of Christ — but to that son’s conversation being in heaven, it is contrary, and it isjust
as seriously damaging and ruining as any sinful act he could ever perform could be!

Now, that brings usto the end of Level Two's orientation. Are there any questions we need to
answer before moving on to get oriented to Level 3?



